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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 5822533 A 

TITLE: Information tracing system and information tracing method 



DEPR: 

In the first embodiment, as shown in FIG. IB, the tracing analysis 
section 23 carries out an analysis upon reception of an instruction from 
the user. At this time, the user instruction contains the "information 
identifier of the information to be traced," for example, as shown at 
step S101 in FIG. 11. In the seventh embodiment, it changes to the 
" attributes of the information and apparatus to be traced." The 
information attributes are information types, such as music genres, 
report types, and software types like word processors. The apparatus 
attributes can also include user ages and genders of the apparatus, for 
example, in addition to the model, etc. 

DEPR: 

FIG. 41 is an illustration of an example of user specification for the 
tracing analysis section in the seventh embodiment of the information 
processing system of the invention. In the example, "music/ Japanese 
pops" is selected as the information attribute and "user/age layer" is 
selected as the apparatus attribute. In the example, only one attribute 
is specified as the attribute information, but more than one attribute 
may be able to be specified at a time, for example, like "user/age layer 
and gender." The operation when more than one attribute is specified 
will be discussed later. In the display format field, the user specifies 
how the tracing analysis result is to be displayed. In the example, 
either of the options, color or line type can be specified; here, the 
line type is specified. The display format is used to display arcs; the 
arcs are changed and displayed according to the specified display format 
so as to allow recognition of the information distribution amounts. 

DEPR: 

To gather the distribution histories, the information identifier of the 
information having the information attribute specified by the user is 
obtained and the distribution histories having the obtained information 
identifier can be gathered. FIG. 43 is an illustration of an example of 
an information attribute database in the seventh embodiment of the 
information processing system of the invention. The correspondence 
between the information identifiers and the information attributes is 
registered in the information attribute database shown in FIG. 43. In 
the example shown in the figure, the three attribute values of major 
classification, middle classification, and minor classification are 
shown as information attributes corresponding to information 
identifiers. Such an information attribute database can be registered by 
the user who declares information classification for the tracing center 
when attempting to distribute information. The information attribute 
database as shown in FIG. 43 is searched based on the information 
attribute specified by the user, whereby a set of the information 
identifiers having the specified information attribute can be obtained. 
Distribution histories are gathered based on the obtained information 
identifier set, whereby a set of the distribution histories related to 
the information having the specified information attribute can be 
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obtained . 



DEPR: 



Alternatively, the information attribute is described in the information 
label section of the information and the information label sections of 
the information existing in the distribution histories gathered by the 
tracing center 2 are referenced, whereby whether or not the information 
fits the information attribute specified by the user may be determined. 
In any way, information and its information attribute may be related to 
each other by some method. 

DEPR: 

Such distribution amount display enables the user to check the 
distribution form to see if documents which should be distributed 
according to the organization hierarchy from department chiefs to 
section chiefs to group chiefs to employees in one enterprise are 
actually distributed horizontally among employees or section chief s or 
how much the documents are distributed in such a manner or check the 
distribution condition to see if document distribution is delayed in the 
organization in such a manner that the documents are distributed to the 
section chiefs, but not much distributed to the subordinates in one 
department . If it is decided that the check result involves a problem, 
measures against the problem can be taken. 
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DATE- ISSUED : October 27, 1998 
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